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Welcome & A Brief History of the Conference

Welcome to the 13th International Journal of Motorcycle Studies Conference (IJMSC). IJMS would like to thank
The Ridge Motorsports Park and Stephen Del Vecchio for hosting our annual conference.

For two decades, scholarly motorcycle enthusiasts have gathered at academic conferences to discuss their
passion for motorized two-wheeling. Twenty-one years ago, board member emeritus Wendy Moon
suggested the possibility of a journal that would enable motorcyclists worldwide to connect with one
another and share their research, creative projects, and reviews. From its original publication in 2005, the
journal has grown remarkably in substance and readership, attracting over 4000 hits each month from all
over the globe.

In 2009, board member Katherine Sutherland suggested we consider holding our own conference that
would focus solely on motorcycle studies. Since 2010 we have met in a multitude of locations in the U.S. and
beyond: University of Colorado in Colorado Springs (2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2023); London, England at the
University Arts London (2013, 2016); Barber Motor Sports Museum in Birmingham, Alabama (2015); Chaffey
College in Rancho Cucamonga, CA (2018); Pacific University in Forest Grove (2019); University of Nottingham
in Nottingham, U.K. (2024) and last year’s conference was held in the magical land of fire and ice: Iceland.

We would not be here without the support of a group of dedicated people and institutions. We are so excited
to be at a race track in Washington State. A huge thank you to Steve Del Vecchio for coordinating the keynote
speaker, Paul D'Orléans. This year we have expanded our presentations to the virtual with an online
component. We recognize that the world’s countries’ economics are intertwined and globally connected.
And we thought it would make sense in these politically and financially tough times to make the conference
available online and in person. We'll see how this works. After the pandemic many of us expanded our
teaching, meetings, conference going to Zoom, Vimeo, Twitch, etc. And while this is a great way to connect
with folks all over the world, we also understand the physical and technological limitations in terms of time
zone differences, bandwidth diversity, and other unforeseen disconnections. We hope that you find the
connections we do make to be meaningful. Finally, IJMS would like to thank all the 2026 presenters, keynote,
and attendees, without you all - motorcycle scholars, enthusiasts, experts, and riders — 1JMS would not exist.

IJMS’s Editorial Board encourages presenters to submit their scholarly articles post-conference. You will
notice a recent publishing in IJMS of Steven Burr’s “At The Boundary of Beauty and Truth: The Motorcycle as
Aesthetic/Ontologic Vehicle” which was first presented at the 2025 1JMS Conference in Iceland (https://
motorcyclestudies.org/volume-22-2026/at-the-boundary-of-beauty-and-truth-the-motorcycle-as-aesthetic-

i i ).

If you are interested in becoming involved as an editorial board member or if you think you and your
institution might be interested in hosting the conference, please reach out to one of the managing editors
(Sheila Malone, Mathew Humphrey, Jason Wragg).

We are excited to reunite with old friends and make new ones. We think you'll find our group collegial,
welcoming, and eclectic. We look forward to our time together here in Shelton, Washington.

Sheila Malone, PhD

Co-managing Editor of International Journal of Motorcycle Studies
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Del Vecchio, René Sarver, Barbora Hamoudova, Sarah Hoiland, Jennifer Volkmer, Sheila Malone; back row: Njall Gunnlaugsson,

Simon Pruciak, Barbie Stanford, Mat Humphrey, Steven Burr, Brianna Persons, Gerd Volkmer, Elizabeth Howie, Jason Wragg



IJMS 2026 Conference Schedule

THURSDAY, 16 JULY

Registration @ The Ridge Motorsports Park
4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Drinks/Reception @ Chez Stephen Del Vecchio
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Light refreshment, small bites

FRIDAY, 17 JULY

Registration @ The Ridge Motorsports Park
9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

SESSION #1
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Welcome Address
Sheila Malone & Stephen Del Vecchio

Keynote
Paul D’Orléans
The Lover

SESSION #2
11:15a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

The Whole Rider: Self, Psyche, and the Body (Online Panel A)
Jason Wragg, Sean Comber

Lunch (on site - on your own)
12:30-1:30 p.m.

SESSION #3
1:30 - 2:45 p.m.

History, Memory, and Death: Where do | belong? (Online Panel B)
Barbora Hamoudov4, David Morreale, Mat Humphrey

SESSION #4
3:00 - 4:15 p.m.

The Exceptional Rider Happens To Be A Woman
Kate St. Vincent Vogl, Wendy Pojmann, Sheila Malone

SESSION #5
4:30-5:15 p.m.

The Motorcycle Swan Song or Do You Fear The Biker or the Bike?
Jacob Stump, Jeff Burns, Stephen Del Vecchio



IDMS 2026 Conference Schedule

FRIDAY, 17 JULY cont.

Dinner
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
TBA

SATURDAY, 18 JULY

Registration @ The Ridge Motorsports Park

9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

SESSION #6
10:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Stephen Del Vecchio
Poetry in Motion

SESSION #7

11:15a.m.-12:30 p.m.
The Sound (and Image) of Justice and a New Generation of Motorcyclists (Online Panel C)
Knut Scherhag, Jason Wragg and Aarron Butterworth

Lunch 12:30-1:30 p.m.

SESSION #8
1:30 - 2:45 p.m.

The Phenomenological and The Autonomous (Online Panel D)
Simon Pruciak, Liliana Zertuche, Sarah Kahlbaum

SESSION #9
3:00 -4:15 p.m

Border Lands & The Motorcycle
Mahdi Tourage, & Cael Leigh Whalen, Sean Michael

SESSION #10
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Film Screenings + Discussion

Motorcycle Mary

Dinner @ TBA
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, 19 JULY

Brunch
Time and Meet Up: TBA



Please welcome Dr. Jason Wragg to the Editorial Board of The International

Journal of Motorcycle Studies. He has joined the team in the role of co-managing
editor.

Annhouncemen

The location of the 14th Annual IJMS Conference will
be announced at the end of this year’s conference.

It's exciting and involves motorcycles, wild animals,
and more.



SESSION #1: Keynote: The Lover: Paul D’'Orleans (Friday)

Paul d’Orléans is a globally recognized expert on the history of motorcycles and motorcycle cultures. His website
TheVintagent.com has been the gold standard for motorcycle writing since 2006. Paul is also a television
commentator during the annual Mecum Las Vegas motorcycle auctions, and has been the genial host of events
like the Quail Motorcycle Gathering and Wheels & Waves. He has been an esteemed judge for ten years at the
Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este, and organizes events like Wheels+Waves California (2016/2017) and Velocette
Owners Club Summer Rally (since 1996).

Paul has written several books: Ton Up! A Century of Café Racer Speed and Style (Motorbooks 2020), Custom
Revolution (Motorcycle Arts Foundation 2018), ‘The Chopper; the Real Story (Gestalten 2014), and Café Racers
(Motorbooks 2014). He has also co-written, edited, and or contributed heavily to Ultimate Collector Motorcycles
(Taschen 2024), The Current (Gestalten 2019), It's a Gas! (Gestalten 2018), The Ride (Gestalten 2015), The Ride 2
(Gestalten 2017), and The Impossible Collection of Motorcycles (Assouline 2013).

Paul has been a monthly columnist for Cycle World, Classic Bike Guide, Motorcyclist and regularly contributes to
magazines around the world (The Automobile, At Large, Men’s File, etc), bringing his unique viewpoint to the
contemporary motoring scene.

Paul has curated many exhibitions, including five at the Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles: “Electric
Revolutionaries” (2022), “ADV:Overland” (2021), "Silver Shotgun” (2020), “Electric Revolution” (2019) and “Custom
Revolution” (2018). He also curated “The Chopper Story” (2015) at the National Motorcycle Museum, and co-
curated the “Ton Up!” (2013) and “Built for Speed” (2014) exhibits at the Michael Lichter Gallery in Sturgis.

Paul is also an artist and photographer, who spent 25 years as a professional muralist and decorative painter. His
paintings have also been used as album covers for bands like the Boxing Gandhis and Bande Soleil. He is also a
wet plate photographer, and his photographs with partner Susan McLaughlin have recently been published in
The Long Way book, following three cross-country tours with the Motorcycle Cannonball rally. Their photos have
been shared in magazines and books around the world (Brummm, 1903, Roll, Men’s File, etc), and been exhibited
in galleries in the US, Mexico, England, and France.

Paul is a 5th generation San Franciscan, but spends half the year kicking up dirt in San Jose del Cabo,
Mexico.

Paul D'Orléans
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Presenter Abstracts ' Biographies ' Film Summaries

SESSION #2: The Whole Rider: Self, Psyche, and the Body
ONLINE PANEL (A)

Jason Wragg
Marvel Motorcycle Heroes

This presentation examines one of Marvel Comics' most neglected and short-lived series as a revealing case
study in media representation of the motorcyclist. Born from a toy licensing deal and lasting just twelve
issues in the early 1980s, the series constructed a particular vision of the rider: patriotic, hyper-masculine,
and defined by spectacle rather than subculture. Drawing on its visual language, character archetypes, and
origins in the post-Evel Knievel commercial landscape, | explore how Marvel's creative team translated
motorcycling into a mass-market heroic mythology. Central to this is a masked rider who rides alone yet
embodies the group, troubling easy readings of motorcycling individualism. The presentation asks what this
commercially driven, largely forgotten series reveals about how popular media imagines the motorcyclist,
and what gets flattened or erased in that process.

Jason Wragg, PhD (FRGS, FHEA) is the Programme Lead for the BA (Hons) Leadership through Outdoor
Adventure degree at the University of Central Lancashire. He holds a PhD that explores solo motorcycle
travel through an autoethnographic methodology, incorporating comic book creation as a mode of data
analysis and representation. With extensive experience in leading and participating in expeditions, Jason’s
research foregrounds fieldwork and narrative techniques to examine the lived experience of journeying. His
academic interests centre on adventure and solo travel, and the ways in which meaning is made through
stories of movement and place.

Sean Comber
The Physical and Mental Health Benefits of Off Tarmac Trail Riding on Motorcycles

This research article examines the health benefits of off-tarmac trail riding on motorcycles. Data are provided
for the impacts of recreational rides undertaken on motorcycles capable of being ridden on legal unsurfaced
roads. Results show that a typical ride of over 3.5 hours provides the World Health Organisation’s
recommended amount of moderate exercise a week. Furthermore, around 73% of the recommended 75
minutes of vigorous weekly exercise, is also achieved during a typical trail ride, with the exercise intensity
(measured as metabolic equivalents) equivalent to downhill skiing or climbing hills. The paper also explores
how being outdoors and in different environments, the human body also benefits from the production of
chemicals such as endocanabinoids and lactates which offer numerous benefits, including mental health.

Professor Sean Comber is a visiting Professor (Environmental Chemistry) at the University of Plymouth. He is
an avid green road motorcycle rider, who enjoys unsurfaced roads and byways in England and Wales. His
scientific background had driven him to explore the physical and mental health benefits of green road (trail)
riding.
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SESSION #3: History, Memory, and Death: Where do | belong?
ONLINE PANEL (B)

Barbora Hamoudova
Riding Through History: Motorcycle Travel and Mobile Heritage Making of Harley Davidson Club Prague
Members

This paper examines long distance motorcycle travel as a culturally embedded practice of heritage making,
based on several years of ethnographic research with the Harley Davidson Club Praha, the oldest Harley
Davidson club in the world. Drawing on interviews, informal conversations, participant observation at club
events, and analyses of public talks, | explore how riders construct historically meaningful geographical routes
that link sites of European history and motorcycle culture heritage. These routes generate temporal continuity,
moral orientation, and collective identity. | approach travel not as mere movement through space but as a
narrative and memory practice through which actors negotiate intergenerational memory, interpret landscapes,
and situate themselves within broader historical trajectories. | argue that these journeys constitute a form of
mobile heritage making that reveals how motorcyclists produce continuity, belonging, and historical
imagination through movement, memory, and shared interpretations of the motorcycle travel.

Key words: motorcycle travel; mobile heritage making; narrative and memory practices; historical imagination;
Harley Davidson Club Praha

Barbora Hamoudova is a third-year Social and Cultural Anthropology Ph.D. student at the Faculty of Humanities,
Charles University, Prague. There she also received a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts and Humanities and a
master’s degree in Contemporary History. Her current dissertation research focuses on (sub)cultures, identities,
historical/collective memory, rituals, places of memory and sonic studies. She is interested in the phenomenon of
(motor)bikers and their club scene from many anthropological and historical perspectives.

David Morreale
Motorcycle as Memoir: James Baldwin, Rebellion and and Identity

In the Preface to the 1984 edition of Notes of a Native Son, James Baldwin says that, “...there [is] a me,
somewhere: | feel it, stirring within and against captivity.’

This idea of rebellion as an essential aspect of discovering one’s identity is explored throughout Baldwin’s work.
Although his work centered on race in America, Baldwin was also a precise and accurate pathologist of the
American Dream and a running theme in his work is that the captivity which we must escape in order to know
who we are is built of our trauma and the stories about ourselves we are given by families and our societies for
good oriill.

This essay will explore the use of motorcycles as memoir, and how they inform and educate our Rebellion against
captivity as an essential aspect of establishing Identity.

David Morreale is a husband and father, teacher, motorcyclist, and writer. As a teenaged homeless street
musician and wanderer, he hitch-hiked Europe from 15-25. David was a touring singer/songwriter for 35 years, a
career that was finally punctuated by a return to formal education at 44, earning his undergraduate in Middle
School Education at Towson University, and finally earning a Masters in Liberal Studies from Loyola University
Maryland (Baltimore). He now teaches high school English and Composition
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SESSION #3 CONT.: History, Memory, and Death: Where do | belong?
ONLINE PANEL (B)

Matthew Humphrey
Living as if Life Matters: The Aesthetics of Mortality and Motorcycling

Does, and if so how does, the heightened risk of death on a motorcycle influence aesthetic representations of
motorcycles and motorcycling?

In the UK, currently, motorcyclists are around 50 times more likely to be a fatality when involved in a road traffic
accident compared to car drivers. In this paper | examine different genres of writing about motorcycling in terms
of how associations between motorcycling and mortal risk play out in representations of riding, and in accounts of
the psychology of riders.

The argument then turns to the question of how the associations between mortal risk and motorcycling might be
understood philosophically — what philosophical concerns, if any, might be illustrated through literary accounts of
riding and rider psychology? | suggest that we can turn to existential philosophy for the articulation of
philosophical themes that are relevant to this work, and in particular the concern within existential philosophy
with the question of authenticity and the value of a self-directed life. The work of Martin Heidegger is particularly
illuminating in this regard.

Mat Humphrey is Emeritus Professor of Political Theory at the University of Nottingham, and one of the Managing
Editors of IJMS.He rides a Moto Guzzi Stelvio.

SESSION #4: The Exceptional Rider Happens To Be A Woman

Kate St. Vincent Vogl

Iron Horse Cowagirls: The Resilience of Louise Scherbyn and the Women Motorcyclists of the 1930s and
1940s

What did it mean and what did it take for women motorcyclists of the 1930s and 1940s to find their people? Louise
Scherbyn’s journey from first solo ride on a gravel road to founding the Women'’s International Motorcycle
Association offers unique insight into a cross-section of women in the motorcycling community through
changeable times——globally, locally, and personally. Scherbyn’s work at Kodak allows us to witness those changes
as her drive for self-determination collides with post-war feminism and class differences. And correspondence
from her work as first female editor of a national motorcycling magazine shines a light on the story behind the
stories then deemed appropriate to tell. Neither physical nor personal attacks dissuade Scherbyn from a decades-
long pursuit to found the first stand-alone women-only motorcycle association. Iron Horse Cowgirls offers a
roadmap for modern riders and scholars at the intersection of feminism and motorsports.

Kate St. Vincent Vogl co-authored Iron Horse Cowgirls as well as Lady Ref, the memoir of the NFLs first female
official, which USA Today considers a “remarkable book.”Vogl also wrote Lost & Found: A Memoir of Mothers, about
her birthmother finding her through her adoptive mom’s obituary. Her work has appeared in literary journals
like Prairie Schooner and in best-selling anthologies like Why We Ride. She has received support from the
Minnesota State Arts Board and the Anderson Center. Vogl graduated from Cornell University and Michigan Law
School and enjoys teaching at the Loft Literary Center.

=
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SESSION #4 Cont.: The Exceptional Rider Happens To Be A woman

Wendy Pojmann

Badass Biker Babes and Mansplaining Motorcyclists: The Problem of Women’s Exceptionality in
Motorcycling

Babes Ride Out. Women Riders World Relay. The Litas. WIMA. The Motor Maids. The list goes on. Historical and
new women-centered riding groups create community, visibility, and support in a culture still widely perceived
as male. These spaces matter, especially for riders navigating harassment, dismissal, or isolation. At the same
time, women motorcyclists are persistently framed as exceptional rather than ordinary participants in
motorcycling culture. Despite women having ridden since the earliest days of the machine, their gender remains
central to the story, whether they are racing, touring solo, wrenching, or simply commuting.

This paper examines the problem of women's “exceptionality” and asks what is gained or lost when women riders
are treated as special. Drawing on gender theory and examples from mainstream and social media, | argue that
women-only spaces have real value but can also produce unintended consequences. By placing women in
separate categories and marketing niches, motorcycling culture risks celebrating women'’s visibility while still
keeping men at the center as the default voices of expertise and authority.

Dr. Wendy Pojmann, Ph.D., is Professor of History at Siena University in Albany, New York. She has authored/
edited six books. Her latest monograph is Connected by the Street: The Myths and Realities of Motorcyclists in the
US and Italy. Her related articles have appeared in The Vintagent and the International Journal of Motorcycle
Studies. In 2021, Dr. Pojmann competed in the Motogiro d'ltalia. She splits her time between Rome, Italy, and
upstate New York.

Sheila A. Malone

50 Years at the Forefront: San Francisco Dykes on Bikes® Journey Through Courts, Quarrels, and Queer
Culture

This presentation looks at the storied history of San Francisco Dykes on Bikes. With over 300 motorcycles, and
scooters, Dykes on Bikes has for 50 years kicked off the annual San Francisco Pride Parade This By incorporating
archival photographs, testimonies, and moving. Image, Dr. Malone will explore how the organization continues
to evolve, struggle, and make lots of noise.

Sheila Malone is an artist, scholar and educator. Malone received their PhD in Theater and Performance Studies
from UCLA, an MFA in Digital Media Arts from CADRE Laboratory for New Media at San Jose State University, and
a BA in Theatre Arts from Virginia Tech University. As a Professor of Theatre Arts, Sheila oversees the Technical
Theatre Program at Chaffey College. They work across disciplines of theatre, performance, installation and film,
focusing on issues of gender, technology and queerness. Their documentary films SF Dykes on Bikes® and Annie
Sprinkle's Amazing World of Orgasm have been shown all over the world. Sheila is a co-managing editor of The
International Journal of Motorcycle Studies and coordinates the journal's annual conference.

13



SESSION #5: The The Motorcycle Swan Song or Do You Fear The Biker or the Bike?

Jacob L. Stump
What The Helmet Means

Drawing on David Campbell's concept of the "evangelizing of fear," this paper examines how risk discourse around
motorcycling functions as a social boundary-marking practice rather than neutral information exchange. Through
analysis of a corpus of digital texts including Reddit discussion threads, Instagram and Facebook posts, YouTube
video transcripts, and online forum discussions, the paper identifies three modal forms of motorcycle fear
evangelizing — interpersonal, professional-authority, and institutional-informational — and argues that each
performs social functions beyond risk communication. Counter-discourses produced by riders reveal the
constitutive rather than descriptive nature of the original warnings. The paper argues that the evangelizing of fear
around motorcycling marks riders as social deviants, constitutes non-riding as normative, and systematically
renders visible risks spectacular while naturalizing comparable or greater mundane risks.

Jacob is a faculty member at DePaul University's Department of International Studies in Chicago, where he holds a
PhD in International Politics. His scholarly work applies sociologically derived concepts and ideas across a range of
phenomena, including the social construction of insecurity as well as critical political economy lens where he
examines how imperial competition, extraction, and dispossession produce peripheral regions and identities. He
publishes academic research, short stories, news writing and opinion pieces, and creative nonfiction. He is a
motorcyclist, riding most recently a 2024 Suzuki V-Strom 800RE.

Jeff Burns
Manufactured Deviance Theory (MDT): Recursive Deviance Stabilization and Outlaw Motorcycle Identity

This presentation introduces Manufactured Deviance Theory (MDT), a new criminological framework examining
how law enforcement practices may shape the evolution of outlaw motorcycle club (OMC) culture in the United
States. While dominant approaches often treat OMCs as inherently deviant, this analysis explores how
enforcement systems may participate in shaping the behaviors they target. Drawing on embedded participant
observation, investigative experience, and historical case analysis, it identifies a cyclical feedback loop in which
investigative pressure, undercover operations, intelligence narratives, and media representation influence cultural
adaptation. These adaptations may subsequently be interpreted as evidence of inherent deviance, reinforcing
enforcement frameworks. By integrating scholarship on deviance, surveillance, and media, MDT offers a
structured framework for understanding the co-production of deviance between institutions and motorcycle club
culture. This perspective contributes to ongoing interdisciplinary discussions within motorcycle studies,
criminology, and cultural analysis

Jeff R. Burns is a counterterrorism and investigative professional specializing in outlaw motorcycle club culture
and enforcement systems. He is the originator of Manufactured Deviance Theory (MDT), a proposed
criminological framework examining how institutional practices may influence the production and reinforcement
of deviance. Burns brings a rare dual perspective combining embedded experience within motorcycle club
environments with formal investigative training. He is the author of the Patriot Gangster series and related works
examining motorcycle culture, enforcement dynamics, and institutional influence

Steve Del Vecchio

Motorcycling in Song
A selection of songs drawn from research into over 250 songs in English, Spanish, and Portuguese that are

specifically and overtly about motorcycles and motorcycling. The presentation explores the themes and
motorcycle cultures each song springs from or exemplifies, and tentatively considers what makes a song a
motorcycle song that moves the two-wheeled soul.

14



SESSION #5 CONT.: The The Motorcycle Swan Song or Do You Fear The Biker or the Bike?

Steve Del Vecchio is a poet, essayist, journalist, children’s librarian, teacher, MSF RiderCoach, racer, track marshal &
instructor, and advocate for intellectual freedom and public libraries. He has been a kindergarten teacher, maths
teacher as a Peace Corps volunteer in Fiji, public library manager, school librarian, expert in text complexity,
children’s materials consultant, and researcher and adjunct faculty at the University of Washington Information
School. Steve is the coordinator for the 13th Annual International Journal of Motorcycle Studies Conference.

SESSION #6: Poetry in Motion

Stephen Del Vecchio
A selection of poems written over the past 15 years that deal specifically with a range of aspects of motorcycling.

Steve Del Vecchio (See bio above)

SESSION #7: The Sound, Sight, and Taste of Motorcycling as Travel & Tourism ONLINE PANEL

Knut Scherhag
The Role of the Culinary Experience on Motorcycle Tours

Tourism and culinary consumption are virtually inseparable: Those who travel consume food and beverages to
satisfy their basic physiological needs, but also participating in culinary traditions (e.g., traditional events such as
Oktoberfest) offers a welcome and memorable experience (BEELITZ, 2025, 605ff). Accordingly, it is hardly
surprising that people who use their motorcycles for leisure purposes - l.e., day trips and/or motorcycle tours with
overnight stays — are also interested in cuisine: According to the Destination Brand Study (https://destination-
brand.com/), “enjoying regional specialties” ranks among the top five travel motivations for motorcycle tourists
(TOPP et al., 2024, 189ff). But the specific consumption patterns and preferences remain unknown. This paper
presents the initial findings of a market research study on culinary aspects related to the use of motorcycles for
leisure purposes, which was conducted in February 2026 with the kind support of MOTORRADonline.de. A total of
n=734 fully completed questionnaires were collected.

Knut Scherhag is Professor for Destination Management at Worms University of Applied Sciences, Department of
Tourism and Travel Management since 2008. He is Course Director for the Bachelor-Program Tourism and Travel
Management and Representative for international contacts of the department of Tourism and Travel
Management. Research focus: organizational development and branding of tourist destinations; Cooperation
management in destinations; Special interest tourism for destination (e. g. wine tourism, motorcycle tourism).

Jason Wragg
My Top 5 Adventure Bikes: An Autoethnographic Ranking of the Adventure Motorcycle Myth

This presentation deliberately borrows the language of social media content culture to ask a serious question:
which motorcycles, drawn from the my own experience of long-distance solo travel, are most honest about what
authentic adventure travel is? Structured as a top five countdown and drawing on autoethnographic reflection,
the presentation moves through a range of contrasting machines, from lightweight and classic to heavyweight
modern adventure platforms, evaluating each against the dominant marketing myth of the adventure motorcycle
as instrument of total freedom and capability. Rather than celebrating these machines uncritically, the ranking
becomes a framework for interrogating how different bikes expose, challenge, or quietly sustain that myth
through the lived realities of the journey, the body, and the self. The result is a presentation that is part personal
narrative, part media critique, and entirely serious about motorcycles.

Jason Wragg, PhD (FRGS, FHEA) is the Programme Lead for the BA (Hons) Leadership through Outdoor Adventure
degree at the University of Central Lancashire. He holds a PhD that explores solo motorcycle travel through an
autoethnographic methodology, incorporating comic book creation as a mode of data analysis and
representation. With extensive experience in leading and participating in expeditions, Jason's research
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SESSION #7 CONT.:The Sound, Sight, and Taste of Motorcycling as Travel & Tourism ONLINE

(Jason Wragg, PhD cont.) foregrounds fieldwork and narrative techniques to examine the lived experience of
journeying. His academic interests centre on adventure and solo travel, and the ways in which meaning is made
through stories of movement and place.

Aarron Butterworth
From Heritage to Regeneration: A Holistic Motorcycle Culture Strategy for West Cumbria

This presentation explores a holistic model for using motorcycle culture as a driver of heritage preservation,
community development, engineering education, and sustainable tourism in West Cumbria. Centred on the
creation of a motorcycle museum in Whitehaven, the project integrates a high street motorcycle clothing and
lifestyle shop, historical research documenting the history of motorcycling in Cumbria, and an intergenerational
programme that brings together experienced riders, engineers, and young people to design and build racing
motorcycles. Rather than viewing heritage, retail, education, and tourism as separate activities, the project
demonstrates how they can function as a connected ecosystem that strengthens local identity, attracts visitors,
supports the town centre economy, develops engineering skills, and inspires future generations. The
presentation argues that motorcycle culture can provide an innovative framework for place-based regeneration,
preserving Cumbria's motorcycling heritage while creating lasting social, cultural, and economic value

Aarron Butterworth is a retired British Army senior leader whose career spanned engineering, leadership,
organisational change, and operational deployments in the UK and overseas. An avid motorcycle traveller, he has
a longstanding interest in the relationship between motorcycles, place, heritage, and culture. He is now focused
on developing an integrated motorcycle heritage project in Whitehaven that brings together a motorcycle
museum, heritage research, engineering education, retail, and tourism as a model for place-based regeneration.
He is currently researching and writing a book on the history of motorcycling in Cumbria, with a particular
interest in how motorcycle culture can preserve heritage, inspire future engineers, strengthen local communities,
and contribute to personal and social wellbeing.

SESSION #8: The Phenomenological and The Autonomous: Presenters: ONLINE PANEL (D)

Simon Pruciak

The Horizon Pull. Reliving the Ride: Motorcycling, Cinematic Virtual Reality, and the Directionality of
Perception.

Motorcycle riding produces a distinctive perceptual condition in which body, machine, and environment operate
as a single dynamic system. This paper examines how such experience can be re-encountered through
Cinematic Virtual Reality (CVR). Drawing on a practice-based research project documenting a motorcycle journey
along Jordan’s King's Highway, the study compares two experiential modalities: embodied riding in the physical
environment and immersive reliving through a head-mounted display using 360-degree video.

Using an applied phenomenological approach, the analysis focuses on directional perception, kinaesthetic
orientation, and the role of the horizon as an organising axis of movement. Field observations from immersive
reliving sessions suggest that motorcycle travel generates a characteristic sense of forward pull that structures
attention, posture, and environmental awareness. While CVR cannot reproduce the full bodily intensity of riding,
it reveals how the perceptual structure of motorcycle travel extends beyond physical motion. The motorcycle
emerges not merely as a vehicle but as a perceptual apparatus shaping how the landscape is encountered.

Simon Pruciak, MA, PGCE, FHEA, FRGS, is a photographer, visual artist, and academic based in Cyprus. He serves
as Programme Coordinator and Lecturer in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the American University of
Cyprus and is currently undertaking a PhD in Media and Communications at the University of Nicosia. His
practice-based research explores phenomenology, motorcycle travel, and immersive media, focusing on the re-
experiencing of journeys through Cinematic Virtual Reality.
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SESSION #8 Cont.. The Phenomenological and The Autonomous: Presenters: ONLINE PANEL

()

Sarah Kahlbaum
Women Bikers’ Negotiation of Gendered Identities: A Phenomenological Study

This paper presents a developing doctoral research project exploring how women motorcyclists negotiate
gendered identities through the lived experience of riding. Motorcycling has historically been associated with
masculinity, risk, and freedom, yet increasing numbers of women riders continue to navigate persistent
gendered assumptions and social scrutiny.

Drawing on phenomenology, existentialism, and feminist philosophy, the project examines how motorcycling
may shape experiences of embodiment, agency, authenticity, and selfhood. The research engages with the work
of Simone de Beauvoir, Merleau-Ponty, Heidegger, and Judith Butler to investigate the relationship between
gender, lived experience, and identity construction.

Using a qualitative phenomenological methodology, the study will employ semi-structured interviews with
women motorcyclists in the UK. This presentation introduces the project’s theoretical framework,
methodological approach, and anticipated contribution to debates in gender studies, phenomenology, and
mobility studies

Sarah Kahlbaum is a motorcyclist and doctoral researcher whose work explores gender, embodiment, identity,
and lived experience through phenomenology and feminist philosophy. Her research focuses on women
motorcyclists and the negotiation of gendered identities within contemporary motorcycle culture. Drawing on
thinkers including Simone de Beauvoir, Merleau-Ponty, Heidegger, and Judith Butler, her work examines
motorcycling as an embodied and existential practice. Her broader interests include gender studies, mobility
studies, existential phenomenology, and the philosophy of selfhood.

Liliana Falcon Zertuche
Riding Outside the Norm: Queer Women Motorcyclists and Urban Freedom in Mexico City

This paper explores how queer women motorcyclists in Mexico City negotiate identity, visibility, and belonging
within a highly gendered motorcycling culture historically constructed as masculine. Drawing from feminist
autoethnography, situated knowledge, participant observation, and interviews with lesbian and LGBTQ+ riders,
the study analyzes how motorcycles operate not only as vehicles of mobility, but also as symbolic technologies
of autonomy, resistance, and self-construction. Building upon previous research on women bikers in Mexico, the
paper examines how queer riders challenge hegemonic assumptions surrounding gender, sexuality, and public
space while confronting stigma, exclusion, and tokenism within biker communities. Special attention is given to
the “front seat” as a contested symbolic space and to the ways riders become “space invaders” (Puwar, 2004) in a
culture that still imagines motorcycles as belonging primarily to men. The paper contributes a Latin American,
feminist, and intersectional perspective to Motorcycle Studies.

Liliana Falcén Zertuche is a Mexican researcher, journalist, photographer, and motorcyclist whose work focuses
on cultural studies, gender, public space, and science communication from an intersectional perspective. She
holds a PhD in Cultural Studies from El Colegio de la Frontera Norte (Mexico), where her doctoral research
examined the construction of biker identity among women motorcyclists in northern Mexico. Her research
interests include motorcycle studies, feminist autoethnography, urban cultures, visual culture, queer identities,
and public communication of science. She has presented academic work at international conferences related to
motorcycle studies, communication, and cultural analysis. Currently, she works as a researcher at Mexico's
Secretariat of Science, Humanities, Technology and Innovation (SECIHTI), developing projects on science
communication, epistemic justice, and inclusive knowledge dissemination. Her work combines academic

research with creative and ethnographic approaches grounded in lived experience.
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ESSION #9: Border Lands & The Motorcycle:

Mahdi Tourage

Negotiating Moral Borders On Two Wheels: A Motorcycle Journey into Ethics of Witnessing War from
North Platte, Nebraska, to Tabriz, Iran

This paper considers how travelling by motorcycle disrupts insulated ways of knowing, fosters
attentiveness, and situates the rider within a continuum of vulnerability and openness to present and past
histories. It is anchored in my motorcycle journey through small-town Nebraska, the birthplace of Howard
Baskerville, a little-known American missionary who died in 1909 in Tabriz, Iran, while defending civilians
during the Iranian Constitutional Revolution.

Baskerville’s decision to take up arms serves as a lens for examining what it means to act ethically when
confronted with large-scale injustice and suffering. Rather than framing his actions as heroic in a
conventional sense, the paper situates them within a broader inquiry into how moral agency is shaped over
time through conscience, belief, and exposure to others’ vulnerability.

| examine the ethical tensions between pacifism, resistance, and moral responsibility through a hybrid
narrative that integrates motorcycle travel, historical analysis, and philosophical reflections. By placing
Baskerville’s story in dialogue with contemporary debates on war and moral responsibility, | suggest that
riding can cultivate a form of moral attentiveness that differs from abstractions, arguing instead that moral
action is cultivated through lived experience, reflection, and the willingness to confront uncomfortable
questions.

Mahdi Tourage, PhD (2005, University of Toronto), is currently Associate Professor of Religious Studies and
Social Justice and Peace Studies at King's University College, London, Ontario, Canada. He is the author of
Rumi and the Hermeneutics of Eroticism (Brill 2007) and the edited volume Esoteric Lacan (with Philipp
Valentini, Roman & Littlefield 2019). His publications have appeared in Iranian Studies, International
Journal of Zizek Studies and Body and Religion Journal. His areas of interest are Islamic religious thought,
Sufism and postmodern theories of gender and sexuality.

Cael Leigh Whalen
Queer Encounters: Bikepacking Beyond Gender

At a time when the world is becoming increasingly divided, with news and social media contributing to
polarization, motorcycles provide an opening to build connections with people from many different
backgrounds and beliefs. As an LGBTQ biker, building these connections across political differences has felt
especially important as a way to humanize my community. Motorcycle touring in Europe and Asia has also
created opportunities to meet people across language and cultural barriers, including LGBTQ people in
those countries. Motorcycles have become a key tool in my work as an anthropologist, opening
conversations and building trust with people who have become part of my ethnographic research. Bunk-a-
Biker, in particular, has been an invaluable way to meet people, and | used it while traveling to the Arctic
Circle in Norway to interview LGBTQ people in the black metal scene. This presentation discusses
motorcycles as ethnographic tools and bridge-builders across cultures.

-
%.
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SESSION #9: Cont. Border Lands & The Motorcycle|

Cael Leigh is an anthropologist and LGBTQ advocate who has traveled in 37 countries conducting ethnographic
research and writing about spirituality, disability, and LGBTQ identities. They are pursuing a PhD at University of
California, Davis in Sociocultural Anthropology and the Study of Religion. They serve as Communications Chair of
the Council on Heritage and Anthropology of Tourism. Their recent ethnographic research has focused on
spirituality of women and nonbinary people in the Scandinavian extreme metal scene, including a 2025 solo
motorcycle tour of Norway that included travel to the Arctic Circle. They have also conducted research in
Southeast Asia since 2019 and, in 2025, completed a solo motorcycle tour of Vietham interviewing transgender
Vietnamese people.

Sean E. Michael
Beyond the Goggles: The (Forgotten) Role of Motorcycles in J. B. Jackson’s Life and Work

Cultural landscape studies, a sub-set of human geography, emerged from the work of 20th century American
scholars. Notable among them was John Brinckerhoff “J. B Jackson, a figure whose work made everyday,
vernacular landscapes a legitimate topic of study, and whose writing and teaching influenced generations of
architects, planners and academics. Despite biopics and books chronicling his life, one aspect of Jackson’s work
remains unexamined: his half century love affair with motorcycles, and his reliance upon them for his field work.

oFlow. Dr. Michael’s long-term field testing have been featured in numerous publications, including ADVrider,
Offroad.com, and BMWMOA Owners News. He and his wife are instructors in adventure travel, and his classes and
talks have helped educate audiences at Overland Expo, SEMA, and Outdoor Retailer in topics including solar
power, overland trailers, E-bikes and remote travel throughout Baja Mexico.

This paper examines the role of riding in Jackson’s life, from childhood until parking the bike in his seventies. His
World War Il intelligence officer training, along with his field reconnaissance skills, are examined for their influence
on his peacetime use of motor bikes as a modus transitus during landscape analysis. The results provide an
overview of Jackson’s methodologies, demonstrating the importance of his use of motorcycles for research.

Dr. Sean Michael holds a joint appointment Utah State University as Professor of Landscape Architecture &
Environmental Planning, and of Outdoor Product Design & Development. From 2008 to 2020 he served as
Department Head. He is a Fellow and former President of the Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture,
and, and is a Distinguished Alumnus of West Virginia University and Texas A&M. He previously held faculty
positions at Texas Tech and Washington State Universities. Dr. Michael’s scholarship explores the role of business
in the education, and professional success, of landscape architects, the history and evolution of vehicle-based
adventure travel, and the evolution of outdoor gear. He teaches Foundations of Business in Landscape
Architecture & Planning, and the History of Outdoor Products. He has served as an industry critic and consultant
since 2000, with brands including Klim, BFGoodrich, Warn Winches, Cabelas and Alpinestars and as brand
Ambassador for Expion360, Mountain Khakis and EcoFlow. Dr. Michael’s long-term field testing have been
featured in numerous publications, including ADVrider, Offroad.com, and BMWMOA Owners News. He and his
wife are instructors in adventure travel, and his classes and talks have helped educate audiences at Overland
Expo, SEMA, and Outdoor Retailer in topics including solar power, overland trailers, E-bikes and remote travel
throughout Baja Mexico.

CAD)
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SESSION #10: Film Screenings & Discussion

Motorcycle Mary a film by Haley Watson

The untold story of legendary motorsports pioneer Mary McGee, MOTORCYCLE MARY brings to light, with
stunning never-before-seen archival footage and stills, an undaunted racing career spanning thirty years that

saw Mary shatter gender norms while mastering multiple racing disciplines.

Born on the eve of World War I, Mary’s early life is riddled with fear, but with her older brother Jim's guidance,
Mary conquers her apprehensive nature and discovers the art of composure—a skill that serves her to take on
the racetrack. Following in her brother’s footsteps, Mary’s remarkable racing odyssey begins in the world of cars,

where she outshines her male competitors, only to later discover her greatest sense of freedom racing

motorcycles.

Confronted by sexism and personal tragedy, Mary perseveres, pushing herself to greater and greater heights—
culminating in her most hair-raising challenge: Attempting to become the first person ever to solo the grueling

Baja 500 on a motorcycle

https://breakwaterstudios.com/film/motorcycle-mary/
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Special Thanks to:

Cascade Motorcycle Safety

SAFE. FUN. LEARNING

Cascade Motorcycle Safety offers a variety of training classes designed to unleash the abilities of New,
Intermediate and Experienced riders.

Providing you with the skills you need to negotiate today’s challenging roads in Washington.

https://cascademotosafety.com/

7/ — =g

2Fast Motorcycle Track Days and Instruction

2Fast Motorcycle Track Days is the ultimate choice for riders in the Pacific Northwest. Visit the 2Fast website to
learn about the best racetracks, expert coaching, and the welcoming community that makes 2Fast events
unforgettable. Ready to elevate your riding skills? Join us today!

https://www.2-fast.org/

Metier Motorcycle Lawyers

Top-Rated Motorcycle Injury Lawyers With Over 40 Years Experience

https://www.metierlaw.com/motorcycle-accident-lawyers
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